Edward Graves – an Exmouth Hero

Edward was born 11th March 1898 and apart from service overseas in the Army lived in Exmouth all his life.

He and his twin brother Frederick were the youngest of 5 children.

The 1911 Census shows the family living at 6 Church Street Exmouth. Father William was a saddler then aged 48. Mother Elizabeth, a year younger, was a Honiton Lacemaker.

The eldest son, also William, was a Bricklayer and the twins were at school. The eldest daughter, Florence, was 21 and had left home. Her sister Louisa was 17 and described as Not Employed. 

In addition Edward’s grandmother, a Lacemaker, and two nephews and a niece also lived in the house which was shown as having 5 rooms. It must have been quite a squeeze.

At the outbreak of WWI the twins were too young for active service but they became old enough in 1916.

Frederick saw service in the Pioneer Corps and is buried in Littleham Churchyard, having died on19th June 1920. His grave is recorded on the Commonwealth War Graves records as a casualty of WWI . Did he die of wounds sustained earlier or was he, perhaps, killed whilst clearing unexploded ordnance? 

Edward joined up on 20th January 1916, two months short of his 18th birthday. He enlisted for the Devonshire Regiment but it seems that all his service was with the Machine Gun Corps.  As Private Graves No. 31739 he served with 11th Coy MGC.
He was awarded the Military Medal and it is thought that he was the first Exmouth man to win the award, which had been introduced in 1916. The award was announced in the London Gazette of 9th July 1917.

We do not know exactly what act or acts of bravery led to the award of the Military Medal - all the citations for this award were destroyed before the units came home from the war. The reasons for awards were notified on flimsy paper to the recipients at the time, but very few survive. The family believe that it may have been for taking charge of a Machine Gun crew when the Sergeant was killed in action.

We do know that London Gazette announcements for the award of gallantry medals usually took a few months to filter through, and, looking at the history of the Corps, it seems that Edward earned his medal for bravery during the Battle of the Scarpe in May 1917, during the Arras offensive. 

After the Armistice, several MG Battalions remained in existence as part of the occupying forces in the Rhineland, but the rest of the Corps was run down in size very quickly. Some men who wanted to serve on (like Edward) were allowed to re-enlist for 1, 2 or 3 years. Some went to North Russia (temporarily), others to quell uprisings in Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq) and others to India - either on the North West Frontier with Afghanistan or on internal security.

Edward went to India in March 1919 and served with a newly-formed unit designated 6 Company. He earned the Indian General Service medal with the single clasp "Waziristan 1919-21" and was twice Mentioned in Dispatches for gallant and distinguished services.

He served in Waziristan until 1921 and was eventually discharged on 21st May 1922 under Regimental number 7808768, his services no longer being required due to the disbandment of the Machine Gun Corps.

For his service in the First World War and in Waziristan he received-


Military Medal


British War Medal


Victory Medal


India General Service Medal with clasp Waziristan 1919-1921


Oak Leaf Emblem (for mention in dispatches) – twice

On his return to the UK Edward lived in Exmouth. He married in 1926 and had 2 daughters. He was employed in the Building trade as a bricklayer.

On 2nd July 1940, then aged 42, Edward enlisted as a Sapper in the Royal Engineers (572 Field Co). He embarked from the U.K. on 18th March 1941 and served overseas continuously after that date. He was in the 8th Army and saw service in North Africa before moving to Italy and then on to France and Germany. This was under Regimental number 7808768. His Discharge papers show that his service trade was that of a bricklayer. He was discharged on 25th July 1945 by which time the family were living in Shelley Road. 

For his service in WWII Edward was awarded the –


1939 - 45 Star


Africa Star with clasp 8th Army


Italy Star


France and Germany Star


War Medal 1939 – 45

Returning to Exmouth after the War Edward worked for Tribbles, a local firm of builders. In 1949 the family were living at 19 Morton Road Exmouth.

Edward Graves died February 23rd 1958 aged 59. He was then living at 50 Lovelace Crescent and was survived by his wife and daughters.

We are grateful to his family for donating his medals and memorabilia to the Museum.
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